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1 . ACCORDING TO MEMBERS OF HISTADRUT INTERNATIONAL DEPARTMENT, 
HISTADRUT HAD AVOIDED TAKING A PUBLIC STAND ON THE VORSTER 
VISIT. HOWEVER, OUT OF SENSITIVITY THAT THE VISIT COULD AFFECT 
ITS RELATIONS WITH A NUMBER OF AFRICAN COUNTRIES WHERE IT 
MAINTAINS CONTACTS THROUGH AID, TRAINING PROGRAMS, AND 
RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVES OF VARIOUS HISTADRUT ENTERPRISES, 
SECRETARY GENERAL YERUCHAM MESHEL WROTE A LETTER 
DATED APRIL 1 1 TO ICFTU SECRETARY GENERAL OTTO KERSTEN 
DENOUNCING APARTHEID, EXPLAINING THAT HISTADRUT HAD DEMANDED 
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THE ATTENTION OF THE SOUTH AFRICANS, AND DECLARING THAT 
HISTADRUT HAD REFUSED ANY INVITATIONS TO EITHER GOI OR 
SOUTH AFRICAN FUNCTIONS HONORING VORSTER. 

2. AS THE HISTADRUT PAPER DA VAR HAD INDICATED BOTH IN ITS 
NEWS AND EDITORIAL COLUMNS, THE LABOR LEADERSHIP ALON WITH 
THE ISRAELI GENERAL PUBLIC GENERALLY SUPPORTED THE VISIT 
AND DID NOT WISH TO EMBARRASS THE GOVERNMENT WITH CRITICAL 
STATEMENTS. THUS NEITHER DAVAR NOR ANY OTHER ISRAELI PAPER 
PUBLISHED THE TEXT OF THE HISTADRUT LETTER TO KERSTEN. HOW- 
EVER, SEVERAL OF HISTADRUT’S LEFT-LEANING MAP AM MEMBERS AND 
MESHEL HIMSELF, WHO ARE AWARE OF THE POTENTIALLY NEGATIVE 
IMPACT THE VORSTER VISIT MIGHT HAVE ON ILO QUESTION AND 
ISRAEL'S STILL TENUOUS ALBEIT IMPROVING RELATIONS WITH A 
NUMBER OF AFRICAN COUNTRIES, PRIVATELY EXPRESSED THEIR RESERVA- 
TIONS. 

3. TEXT OF LETTER TO KERSTEN: I SUBMIT THEREWITH THE POSITION 
OF HISTADRUT’S EXECUTIVE BUREAU IN CONNECTION WITH THE VISIT 
OF THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA AND THE 
DELEGATION FROM THAT COUNTRY NOW IN PROGRESS IN ISRAEL: 

A. HISTADRUT IS NOT DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN MATTERS OF RELATIONS 
BETWEEN OUR COUNTRY AND FOREIGN STATES. 

B. NEVERTHELESS, THE EXECUTIVE BUREAU IS CALLING OUR 
GOVERNMENT'S ATTENTION TO THE RESOLUTIONS OF ICFTU 
ON THE QUESTION OF ' APARTHEID'' IN SOUTH AFRICA TO WHICH 
HISTADRUT IS FULLY COMMITTED TOGETHER WITH THE REE LABOR 
MOVEMENTS THE WORLD OVER. 

C. THE EXECUTIVE BUREAU HAS INFORMED THE GOVERNMENT 
THAT IT EXPECTS THAT THE POSITION OF HISTADRUT IN OPPOSING 
UNEQUIVOCALLY AND ABSOLUTELY EVERY MANIFESTATION OF RACIAL 
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST PEOPLES AND COMMUNITIES BE BROUGHT 
TO THE ATTENTION OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN DELEGATION BY OUR 
GOVERNMENT'S RESPRESENTATIVES IN THEIR CURRENT DISCUSSIONS. 

D. IT HAS BEEN DECIDED THAT THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF 
HISTADRUT WILL NOT ACCEPT INVITATIONS TO ATTEND ANY FUNCTIONS 
IN HONOR OR IN THE PRESENCE OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN DELEGATION 
DURING THEIR VISIT IN ISRAEL. END TEXT OF LETTER TO KERSTEN. 
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